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killed Ardulph in single combat; and the hero and the
heroine were happy ever after.
When Edmund is trapped treacherously by one of Lord
Ardulph's men, he is carried to the baronial castle. "The
drawbridge was up, and they were obliged to hail those who
watched, to give them admittance. Every object that was
thought capable of inspiring fear, was presented to the view
of Edmund. He saw the gleam of arms, by the ray of the
distant star. The clanking of the chains of the portcullises,
opposed to silent horror, that reigned elsewhere, added to
the terror of the scene. "* It is this element in the book which
probably justified the "prefatory discourse" of Miss Aikin.
The comment of The Critical on the novel is interesting.
"This may be styled an Heroic, rather than an Historic
Tale," the critic remarked, "since it abounds with distressed
damsels, disguised heroes, tilts and tournaments, and has
little connection with history . . ,"2 The sentence may well
be applied to The Castle of Qtranto* The author of Reginald
Du Bray tried to catch the atmosphere of the Middle Ages.
He was concerned more with historical colouring than
historical fact. In this sense the book has greater affinity
with The Castle of Otranto than with Longsword. But the
distinction between heroic and historic tales made by The
Critical here, should not be stressed too far, for, as we shall
see, this differentiation frequently vanished and the name of
Horace Walpole was definitely associated with both types
in contemporary criticism. Reginald Du Bray, on the whole,
has far more colour in it than the more famous novel that
follows.
In 1783 was published the first volume of The Recess; or
a Tale of Other Times> by Sophia Lee. The reception of the
book encouraged its author to add two more volumes to it
two years later. The plot of the novel revolves round the
unfortunate loves of Matilda and Ellinor, two sisters who
are supposed to have been the daughters of Mary, Queen of
Scots, by a secret marriage with Norfolk. Queen Elizabeth,
King James, Sidney, Lord Burleigh, Leicester, and the Earl of
^ReginaldDu Bray, An Historic^ Tale, 1770, pp. 04-*.
*T& Critical, LXII, 469.                        * ^ *    5